Phase II evaluation of m-AMSA (4'-(9-acridinylamino)-methanesulfon-m-anisidide) in patients with adenocarcinoma of the pancreas.
m-AMSA (4'-(9-acridinylamino)-methanesulfon-m-anisidide, a substituted acridine derivative, was administered to 27 patients with adenocarcinoma of the pancreas. The dose ranged from 90-210 mg/m2/course. The toxic effects were primarily hematologic. Twenty-four of the patients were evaluable for response. These patients received a median of 2 doses (range 1-7). The median time from diagnosis to therapy was 2 months (range 0-16). Two patients achieved an MR lasting 4 and 2 months, respectively. Two patients had stabilization for 6 and 3 months. The median survival for all patients was 3 months. Survival distribution for patients with prior chemotherapy versus no previous therapy was not significantly different (p = 0.5). This study suggests that m-AMSA has little value as a single agent in the treatment of adenocarcinoma of the pancreas.